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ADDRESS. 


Fellow  Alumni: 

If  the  day  on  which  we  bade  adieu  to  the 
leasant  toils,  beloved  companions,  and  esteemed  Instructors 
f this  our  former  literary  home,  was  a day  of  sadness  prevail- 
ig  against  anticipated  joy,  that  of  our  annual  return  to  this 
allowed  retreat,  is  ever  one  of  predominating  delight.  There 
; 5 a mysteriousvmfhience  in  those  elective  ligaments  which 
ind  our  souls  together  in  sweet  fraternal  fellowship,  which 
1 auses  one  emotion  of  joy  to  thrill  through  every  heart,  upon 
ur  being  permitted  again  to  greet  each  other  amidst  these 
hady  groves.  It  is  thought  only  natural  that  friends,  whom 
ime  and  space  have  far  and  long  separated,  should  rush  with 
;ager  gladness  into  each  others  arms,  and  give  free  utterance 
o the  warm  feelings  of  their  hearts,  when  once  more  allowed 
o meet.  How  much  more  natural  that  the  pleasures  of  gen-  , 
erous  students,  whose  strong  affections  have  been  knit  together 
)y  long  and  well  tried  College  friendships,  should  be  greater, 
n proportion  as  the  scenes  through  which  they  passed  were 
i nore  impressive,  their  mutual  enjoyments  more  pure,  and  the 
i remembrance  of  the  whole  is  mingled  with  fewer  regrets,  than 
| :hose  peculiar  to  ordinary  friendships.'  Utter  strangers  must 
key  be  to  the  genial  influence  of  union  in  literary  pursuits 
upon  the  social  sentiments,  who  suppose  that  scholars  must  be 
frigid  in  proportion  as  they  are  profound,— and  that  Parnassus,  j 
(like  another  Alps,  covered  at  top  with  perpetual  snows  and 
ice,  chills  the  hearts  of  those  who  climb  its  alluring  heights  to 
obdurate  insensibility.  It  is  an  ignorant  calumny  to  assert  that 
the  faculties  of  the  mind  are  cultivated  assiduously,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  affections  of  the  heart.  The  flame  of  mutual 
esteem  which  is  kindled  around  the  hearths  of  the  Academy, 
is  watched  by  virgins  more  wakeful,  than  ever  guarded  the 
mystic  embers  on  Vesta’s  altar.  Time  cannot  smother  it  with 
the  accumulating  ashes  of  wasting  years.  Distance  can  neither 
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attenuate,  nor  paralyze  the  living  cords  which  hold  our  heart 
in  union. 

If  such  then,  Fellow  Alumni,  is  the  character  of  our  attach 
ments,  how  ardently  must  we  not  love  the  place  where  thos 
attachments  were  first  formed.  And  this  we  delight  to  dc 
We  love  it  with  the  pleasant  assurance,  that  were  our  affec 
tions  far  more  pure  and  strong,  it  were  still  more  than  merited 
A beautiful  apology  for  this  might  be  derived,  fromacommoi 
transfer  of  the  superstitious  figments  of  ancient  classical  my 
Lhology  to  the  grounds  of  Christian  Institutions  of  learning 
But  we  prefer  not  to  turn  Pagan  for  the  sake  of  being  classi 
cal.  We  will  not  enter  the  temples  of  idolatrous  Greece  o 
Home,  for  the  sake  of  seeking  motives  less  worthy  far,  that 
those  which  truth  and  piety  at  home  present.  Why  shouh 
the  student  of  these  halls,  which  have  never  beeif  darkenei 
with  the  smoke  of  censers  waved  before  Minerva’s  shrines 
need  to  conjure  up  fancied  associations,  in  order  to  arouse  one 
more  the  slumbering  affections  of  his  soul,  or  to  justify  himsel 
before  his  fellows  for  nurturing  them  if  they  already  glow 
We  have  been  taught  to  acknowledge  but  one  altar — theonl; 
true  one  in  the  wide  universe, — the  altar  on  which  Minervi . 
with  all  her  rich  stores  of  classic  lore,  and  the  Muses  with  al ! 
their  sweetest  melodies,  should  rejoice  to  lay  their  costlies 
offerings. — And  it  was  ever  held  up  as  the  great  end  to  bi 
kept  in  view,  that  we  should  conquer  every  difficulty  whicl 
might  be  encountered  in  our  pursuit  of  knowledge,  in  orde 
thus  to  be  qualified  for  higher  and  holier  services  than  evei 
those  of  learning.  Encouraged  to  ascend  the  hills  of  scienc< 
we  indeed  were, — but  not  that  having  found  there  some  greei 


■ Patulae  recubans  sub  tegmine  fagi, 


we  might  swoon  away  in  sweet  intellectual  ecstacies  whicl 
life’s  more  earnest  cares  might  not  disturb  ; but  being  there  w( 
might  look  diligently  about  us,  and  like  the  Jews  amongst  the 
cedars  of  Lebanon,  gather  material  for  the  erection  of  a more 
glorious  temple  than  any  with  which  the  fancy  of  Grecian 
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oets  ever  crowned  the  brow  of  verdant  Helicon.  Dismissing 
len  all  merely  classical  conceits,  and  accommodated  supersti- 
ons,  let  us  choose  rather  to  be  open  to  the  quickening  influ- 
lce  of  purer  realities.  The  emotions  awakened  by  these  are 
istly  superior  to  all  others.  No  sentiments  can  be  more  noble 
lan  those  which  they  inspire.  Let  us  ask  and  answer,  what 
essings  are  so  valuable  to  the  student  himself  as  those  which 
:e  here,  not  in  fancy  but  in  fact,  conferred  upon  him  ? What 
.essings  so  inestimable  in  their  salutary  influence  upon  his 
iture  career  ? Let  us  inquire,  to  what  society  is  indebted  for 
s brightest  ornaments,  every  community  for  its  most  worthy 
tizens,  each  country  for  its  most  intelligent  and  active  states- 
men, the  whole  Church  for  its  most  zealous  and  efficient 
ivocates  ? The  only  response  which  can  be  given  to  these 
iquiries,  ft  one  which  must  make  the  bosom  of  every  Alumnus 
.veil  with  generous  pride. 

Who,  therefore,  should  meet  with  more  cordial  congratula- 
on  than  the  Alumni  of  a College  ? We  have  thus  met;  Ave 
ave  again  grasped  hands  in  the  warm  pressure  of  old  esteem, 
nd  now  assembled  to  celebrate  our  accustomed  festival  to-  i 
ether,  let  us  endeavor  to  heighten  our  enjoyment  by  making 
a source  of  profit  in  the  discussion  of  a topic  upon  which  | 
nr  views  will  no  doubt  harmonize. 

The  subject  which  suggested  itself  as  most  appropriate  to 
fls  occasion — we  shall  denominate — 

SPIRITUAL  LIBERTINISM. 

To  say  that  the  characteristics  of  the  present  age  are  pecu-  1 
ar  in  an  ordinary  sense,  implies  an  historical  error  which  we  [ 
re  not  willing  to  subscribe.  Every  age  has  its  own  character,  , 
nd  consequently  the  leading  features  of  every  age  must  be 
eculiar.  To  minds  accustomed  to  notice  those  features,  re- 
smblances  existing  between  different  epochs,  may  for  a time  j 
ppear  like  exact  similitudes.  A more  close  and  critical  exam-  | 


lation  however,  cannot  fail  to  correct  this  mistake.  Every 
ge  has  its  distinguishing  traits.  In  this  sense,  therefore,  no  j 
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particular  epoch  is  any  more  peculiar,  than  is  every  man  fo 
; looking  particularly  like  himself.  So  with  the  age  in  whic 
we  live.  Of  course  the  circumstances  and  charactefistics  c 
\ our  age  and  country  are  peculiar,  and  from  this  it  must  follo\ 
equally  of  course,  that  new  tendencies  will  be  constantly  ex 
I hibiting  themselves,  and  new  problems  be  presented  ever; 

day,  to  puzzle,  if  not  confound,  those  upon  whom  the  time 
j may  impose  the  solemn  task  of  solving  them.  It  is  wrong  t< 
consider  the  existing  state  of  things  either  as  being  wholl; 

; new,  or  in  every  sense  and  altogether  old.  There  arecertaii 
elemental  principles,  great  governing  substrata,  which  giv 
character  and  form  to  all  the  phenomena  of  the  world  of  mine 
In  this  sense  there  is  nothing  new,  as  no  discovery  in  chemis 
tiy  may  be  called  new,  which  is  based  only  on  some  nove 
combination  of  simple  substances  previously  known.  Thus 
! much  that  we  now  see,  which  seems  characteristic  of  ou 
times,  may  have  existed  long  ago,  if  we  only  consider  th 
! simple  moral  elements  which  enter  into  the  composition  c 
these  times.  And  yet  because  those  elements  hold  in  differ 
ent  and  new  proportions  to  each  other,  have  been  thrown  int 
novel  combinations,  and  are  placed  under  the  shaping  contrc 
of  peculiar  circumstances,  the  results,  as  constituting  the  menta 
1 phenomena  of  the  present  day,  may  make  our  age  in  mos 
important  respects,  something  quite  different  from  its  progen 
| itors.  There  were  coal  and  water,  fire  and  steam,  iron  am 
brass  and  copper,  boilers  and  safety-valves,  levers  am 
! pistons,  cast  wheels,  iron  rails,  and  level  roads,  long  befor 
steam  engines  and  railways  were  constructed.  For  only  ; 
few  years  have  passed,  since  men  recovered  from  their  firs 
! astonishment,  at  the  sight  of  a noble  locomotive  engine  movini 
gallantly  forward  on  its  iron  course,  playfully  pulling  a Ion; 
j train  of  heavily  freighted  cars  onward  to  their  destined  marts 
I Lurid  lightnings  have  flashed,  from  time  to  time,  from  th 
i dark  face  of  the  frowning  sky,  and  deep-toned  thunders  hav 
i rolled  ominously  across  the  lowering  heavens,  ever  since  th 
day  when  God  “divided  the  waters  that  were  under  th 
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rmament  from  the  waters  which  were  above  the  firmament  •” 
id  discoveries  have  been  added  to  discoveries  of  the  myste- 
ous  properties  of  the  electric  fluid,  each  in  their  turn  exciting 
nazement  and  admiration.  But  how  many  years  elapsed, 
’ter  the  invention  and  application  of  Leyden  jars,  electric 
itteries,  illuminations  and  conducting  rods,  of  torsion  balan- 
«s  and  electrometers,  until  we  were  permitted,  as  it  were  only 
;sterday,  to  read  with  doubting  minds  the  mysterious  doings 
«'  the  magnetic  telegraph.  Still,  the  agency  and  principles 
mployed  in  this  case,  are  the  same  with  those,  which  in  the 
rst  thunderstorm,  caused  the  infant  earth  to  quake  in  terror 
; its  roarings. 

Whilst,  therefore,  we  admit,  as  of  necessity  we  must,  that 
ur  age  has  its  peculiarities  in  common  with  every  other,  we 
i.ould  not  be  insensible  to  the  fact,  that  there  may  be  some- 
ungin  those  peculiarities,  which  impregnates  them  with  in- 
uences  of  the  most  momentous  importance  to  the  future, 
'hose  peculiarities  may  consist  in  this,  that  there  are  spiritual 
ijencies,  of  various  kinds,  now  more  busily  at  work  than  ever, 
hich,  if  not  wisely  controlled  by  those  to  whom  their  man- 
cement  may  be  entrusted,  will  soon,  with  earthquake  force, 
:>read  moral  and  social  ruin  on  every  side,  and  entail  upon 
jisterity  an  inheritance  more  to  be  deprecated  than  the  woful 
.sues  of  pestilence  or  war.  We  would  indulge  in  no  doleful 
"ophetic  croakings  about  the  signs  of  the  times.  That  they 
• e ripe  for  some  tragical  developments  is  a present  fact,  which 
;s  above  contradiction.  But  they  are  of  full  age  and  must 
:>eak  for  themselves.  Let  them,  however,  be  contemplated  in 
iy  light,  of  one  conviction  we  shall  not  be  able  to  rid  our- 
: Ives,  that  as  human  voluntary  means  have  ever  been  em- 
oyed  in  executing  the  various  parts  of  the  great  world- 
■ama,  it  becomes  those  concerned  as  we  all  are,  to  study  well 
ir  several  allotments,  that  we  may  not  be  ignorantly  hind- 
ers of  that  which  is  good,  and  blindly  promoters  of  that 
hich  is  evil.  True,  the  world  will  go  on  in  its  destined  course, 
t men  be  wise  or  foolish.  But  this  does  not  diminish  our 
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personal  responsibilities.  For  amongst  all  moral  truths,  whk 
to  the  limited  capacity  of  man,  seem  contradictory  and  subv< 
sive  of  each  other,  these  two  are  prominent : that  every  a 
will  work  out  its  own  calling,  and  solve  its  own  problem, 
defiance  of  human  indifference,  mistakes  or  oppositions,  whil 
at  the  same  time,  all  these  things  will  stamp  upon  the  fii 
issue  its  peculiar  character.  Let  solve  this  equation  who  mi 
we  frankly  confess  ourselves  more  than  outwitted  at  thispo 
in  moral  mathematics.  Of  its  truth  and  harmony  howev 
there  can  be  no  question. 

If  then  we  judge  of  the  present  era  with  these  general  viev 
it  is  thought  that  all  will  agree  in  acknowledging  that  spirit 
al  libertinism,  in  the  particular  forms  in  which  it  now  t 
hibits  itself  constitutes  one  of  those  peculiarities  of  the  dc 
which  demands  the  serious  attention  of  all  who  have  t 
solemn  interests  involved  in  the  case,  for  succeeding  genet 
tions,  truly  at  heart. 

Spiritual  Libertinism,  as  it  is  our  purpose  to  consider 
consists  in  the  contempt  of  all  proper  authority,  and  the  v 
lation  of  all  proper  restraints  in  the  sphere  of  thought ; < 
licentiousness  of  intellectual  speculation.  In  this  definitif 
the  existence  of  some  proper  authority  and  restraints,  setti 
definite  limits  to  the  operations  of  the  mind,  and  to  which 
are  bound  to  pay  deference,  is  assumed.  Against  such 
assumption  in  a general  way,  it  is  thought  there  will  be 
objection.  For,  however  dim  the  views  of  most  men  may 
in  reference  to  this  matter,  and  however  little  careful  thoifg 
may  have  been  bestowed  upon  it,  all  feel  that  some  such  limi 
more  or  less  narrow,  must  exist.  It  must  seem  to  all  in  its 
reasonable  that  it  should  be  so,  although  the  precise  form  a 
extent  of  the  authority  admitted,  has  never  been  clearly  pi 
ceived,  but  only  floats  before  their  mind  like  some  embr 
abstraction.  This  is  bad  enough.  But  the  evil  increai 
when  we  enter  the  walks  of  practical  life.  Here  we  soon  d 
cover  that  what  was  readily  admitted  to  be  quite  proper  the 
retically,  is  in  fact  rejected  and  condemned,  as  being  big  wi 


. — 
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lager  to  our  precious  birthright,  as  the  sons  of  freemen, 
fr  who  does  not  know  the  prevalence  of  the  sentiment,  that 
f ten  will  only  allow  themselves  to  be  restrained  in  their 
icons,  they  may  think  and  feel  as  they  please — and  that  if 
;hy  will  only  keep  their  tongue  from  slander,  they  may  hold 
ul  advocate  whatever  sentiments  they  prefer?  But  can  we 
jcsent  to  this  ? Shall  the  clear  dictates  of  every  man’s  natural 
^science  even,  be  drowned  by  the  phrenziedcry  of  false  pre- 
uices  in  favor  of  fictitious  freedom  ? Or  shall  we  not  rather 
xsist  in  maintaining  that  the  intellects  of  men  are  placed 
liler  the  wholesome  authority  of  laws  more  broad  and  high, 
.il  holy  than  those  of  any  existing  civil  codes  ? Such  author- 
b as  we  all  well  know,  exists  for  the  outward  man.  Here 
a social  and  civil  laws  covering  the  whole  length  and  breadth 
dnan’s  moral  being — and  which  he  is  bound  to  obey.  The 
untual  and  unrestrained  violations  of  these  renders  the  per- 
urator  of  these  violations  a moral  libertine.  Nor  do  any  but 
nlaws  object  to  this  arrangement.  The  outward  man,  how- 
r*r,  is  but  the  utterance  of  the  man  within.  Ilow  much  more 
mortant,  therefore,  that  there  should  be  some  fixed  laws  for 

i government  of  man  in  this  latter,  more  serious  aspect ! 

■Suppose  then  that  this  point  is  settled  in  favor  of  our  origi- 

3 assumption.  Another  question  far  more  difficult  of  solu- 

ii  meets  us — a question  about  which  there  should  be  without 
ioate  only  one  opinion — but  which  will  scarcely  ever  receive 
v answer  that  shall  harmonize  all  existing  conflicting  senti- 
t nts.  It  is  asked  namely,  Where  is  that  authority  to  he 
Hind?  Into  whose  hand  shall  we  place  the  sceptre  of  pre- 
native  to  say  to  the  soaring  or  searching  intellect  of  man 
fhs  far,  there  stop,  or  to  recall  it  with  authoritative  voice, 
tim  paths  of  forbidden  investigation  ? What  shall  be  invest- 
s'with  power  to  set  limits  to  human  cogitation,  discussion,  or 
f*earch?  In  reply  to  this  inquiry,  the  voice  of  the  vast 
njority,  would  crown  common  sense , as  alone  entitled  to 
s :h  dominion.  Whether  this  judgment  can  be  approved  of 
onot,  the  strength  of  the  voice  pronouncing  it,  entitles  it  at 
lest  to  fair  consideration. 

- — - ■ 
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What  then  is  mostly  meant  by  common  sense  ? We  sh 
attempt  to  answer,  comforted,  in  anticipation  of  a failu 
with  the  recollection  that  even  one  of  Bacon’s  most  learn 
disciples,  had  to  conclude  a labored  book  of  some  hundi 
pages  of  diligent  research  upon  this  point,  with  a hopel 
“nescio  quid.”  What  then  is  the  most  common  sense  idea 
the  one  quality  or  entity  of  this  queen  called  common  sens 
The  usual  notion  of  the  matter  we  apprehend  is  this : It 
supposed  that  all  men,  not  reared  by  wild  beasts  in  the  des< 
grow  up  with  a common  instinctive,  or  perhaps  conventio 
sense  of  the  propriety  and  truth  of  some  things,  and  the  i 
propriety  and  error  of  others.  That,  however  diversified  me 
opinions  may  be  upon  the  great  proportion  of  minor  matti 
there  is  almost  a universal  agreement,  and  unanimity  with 
ference  to  questions  of  leading  importance.  This  instinct  d 
not  appear  to  be  regarded  as  exactly  natural  to  man,  andb 
with  him  into  the  world,  but  is  indebted  for  its  existence  t* 
combination  of  social  influences,  brought  to  bear  upon  in 
through  their  natural  and  educational  relationship  to  th 
, amongst  whom  they  have  been  reared.  What  every  b< 
thinks  and  says  must  be  right.  A whole  community  can 
always  be  wrong.  Therefore  it  behooves  every  man  to  sh 
his  opinions  in  conformity  with  the  prevailing  sentiments 
the  society  in  which  he  lives.  Hence  common  sense  must 
invested  with  the  prerogative  of  ruling  over  men’s  minds  ; 
consciences — its  authority  alone  can  be  acknowledged  of  i 
1 versal  obligation. 

But  may  it  not  be  well  to  inquire  into  this  point  somew 
more  carefully  ? Should  we  not  first  ascertain  precisely  w 
all  may  be  involved  in  this  principle  before  implicitly  yield 
to  its  claims  ? It  may  indeed  always  be  proper  to  instil 
such  an  inquiry  with  modest  respect ; but  after  all,  no  g 
reason  can  be  given,  why  we  should  not  approach  this  aln 
deified  thing  at  least  as  did  the  simple-hearted  soldiers  of 
forests  of  Gaul  the  old  Roman  Senators,  and  gently  stroll 
its  venerable  beard,  endeavor  to  know  exactly  before  wl 
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what  we  may  have  the  honor  of  performing  our  respects. 
, ; our  right  and  duty  to  know  whether  the  claims  which  are 
;tn  urged  in  behalf  of  common  sense  are  properly  sustained. 

| ie  have  already  stated  in  what  this  principle  consists.  Let 
Inquire  upon  what  its  particular  tone  and  character  depends, 
lot  common  sense  itself  the  mere  creature  of  circumstances, 
Itiving  form  and  feature  from  those  external  influences 
tist  which  it  has  grown  up  ? If  therefore  it  shall  be  per- 
iled to  have  any  authority,  universal  dominion  must  be 
|n  to  it.  The  untutored  savage,  the  greasy  Bushman,  has 
|auch  right  to  reverence  his  common  sense,  as  Sir  Jeremy 
ptham,  and  the  entire  utilitarian  school,  have  to  honor  theirs, 
p if  its  decisions  are  in  any  sense  necessarily  correct,  and 
•:hy  of  uncontradicted  deference,  and  therefore  to  be  pre- 
t d to  all  other  judgments,  then  it  must  be  conceded  that 
f iannibal,  whose  good  common  sense  teaches  him  that  the 
ll  fit  use  to  which  a conquered  foe  can  be  put,  is  flesh 
food,  has  as  perfect  a right  to  submit  to  that  decision,  and 
ticcordingly , as  the  philosopher  of  the  utilitarian  stamp 
to  listen  to  his  same  sense,  when  it  instructs  him  to  settle 
e alue  of  every  thing  by  its  capacity  to  be  turned  into 
Ixets  or  bread.  This  may  sound  somewhat  ungainly,  but 
■subject  urges  us  still  further.  For,  as  we  have  seen,  com- 

t sense  is  the  known  sentiment  of  the  majority,  including 
urse  the  opinions  of  both  sexes — and  only  lunatics,  and 
fcs,  and  madmen  excepted.  And  this  majority  must  not  be 
saajority  of  one  City,  State,  Nation,  or  Continent,  but  of 
Ivhole  race.  A full  congress  of  nations  must  be  convoked 
«der  to  have  this  vexed  question  decided,  and  have  the 
is  of  man’s  mental  movements  for  once  and  forever  fixed, 
itever,  therefore,  the  common  sense  of  all  the  clans  and 
>3,  nations  and  kingdoms  of  the  earth  in  proper  court  as- 
Jlled,  would  affirm  to  be  right,  and  true  and  good,  that 
l be  good  and  true  and  right, — and  whatever  it  condemns 
Use  and  base,  that  must  be  by  all  detested, 
lit  we  imagine  that  very  few  disciples  even  of  the  glorified 
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Benthamian  Academy  would  consent  to  such  a convocati 
at  least  not  for  some  generations  to  come.  Their  pract 
sagacity  would  foresee  that  some  strange  decisions  might 
enacted  in  such  a congress,  if  the  common  sense  of  untar 
i Tartars,  and  tawny  Hottentots,  met  in  deliberative  asserr 
with  fierce  Cumanches,  and  some  still  fiercer  sons  of  our  Sc 
and  North  American  forests,  is  to  bring  in  such  myriad; 
swell  the  strokes  of  the  majority  on  this  great  tally*  of 
world.  We  said  that  the  advocates  of  utilitarianism  e' 
would  hardly  consent  to  a plan  like  this.  Let  it  not  be  thou 
however,  that  we  consider  their  system  lifted  above  such  ft 
On  the  contrary,  experience  proves  it  to  be  capable  of  thei 
puerile  and  pernicious  developments.  So  much  so  indeed, 
it  is  matter  of  great  surprise,  that  it  should  have  so  many 
mirers  amongst  champions  of  American  church  orthodi 
For  whoever  will  cast  his  eye  over  that  portion  of  the  his 
1 of  philosophy,  which  commences  with  the  date  in  which 
Novum  Organum,  and  De  Augmentis  began  to  be  un 
stood  and  felt,  will  soon  discover,  that  the  much  admired, 
widely  adopted  philosophy  of  Bacon,  is  the  parent  of  r 
rank,  and  ruinous  infidelity,  than  can  be  traced  to  the  v ! 
form  of  idealism,  ever  advocated  by  traduced  German  sp ! 
lation.  How  laughably,  and  yet  pitiably  inconsistent,  to 
those  men,  who  denounce  in  unmeasured  terms,  the  philosc 
of  most  profound  scholars  of  the  Universities  of  Prussia,  j 
the  Germanic  States,  because  they  are  ideal  infidels,  a 
1 same  time  walking  in  one  train,  with  such  disciples  of  th  : 
vered  father  of  their  system,  as  Tindal,  Toland,  Collins,  I 
bes,  Bolingbroke,  Hume  and  Gibbon!  But  it  is  time  to  re  I 
from  this  digression. 

The  representation  above  given  of  the  operation  of  the  < jl 
mon  sense  principle  may  have  led  you  to  suspect  us  of  a d t 
to  take  unfair  advantage  of  the  reductio  ad  absurdum.  M 
this  suspicion  is  unfounded.  For  if  what  has  been  sa  il 
the  case  sounds  like  absurdity,  it  is  only  because  of  the  j 
absurdity  involved  in  the  adoption  of  such  a principle  1 
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eimon  sense,  in  the  usual  acceptation  of  that  term,  is  to  be 
l arbiter  of  the  mind,  then  it  must  be  in  the  manner  already 
bribed — the  majority  opinion  of  the  entire  population  of  the 
J,be,  must  be  permitted  to  sit  upon  the  throne,  and  give  pre- 
et  and  prohibition  to  the  struggling  intellect  of  man.  And 
i us  conclusion  appears  to  any  to  be  insufferable,  it  is  not 
tause  of  any  sophistry  in  the  argument,  but  wholly  in  con- 
euence  of  the  erroneous  position  assumed  by  those  who  hold 
a theory.  For  my  own  part  I am  free  to  confess  that  I 
i^rly  discard  it.  At  least  in  the  form  in  which  it  is  mostly 
Located,  it  is  false  to  the  core.  It  necessarily  involves  a 
eudiation  of  one  of  the  cardinal  doctrines  of  revelation,  and 
1 of  the  cardinal  facts  of  history.  The  most  common  sense 
the  whole  race  is,  if  license  to  call  it  such  may  be  allowed, 

i mse  of  depravity.  And  the  natural  judgments  of  all  men 
l depraved,  and  pernicious,  except  as  they  may  be  modified 
]the  influence  of  surrounding  corrective  agencies.  Our  best 
ihority  for  this  assertion  is  the  word  of  God.  If  any  like 
it  this,  they  are  referred  to  the  synonymous  teaching  of  the 
tt — to  the  cloud  of  testimony  in  its  support  arising  from  the 

ii  oric  page. 

To  charge  upon  common  sense  all  the  blood  that  has  ever 
<n  unjustly  shed,  would  indeed  be  flagrant  wrong.  But 
to  shall  tell  us  how  many  victims  have  bled  on  its  reeking 
bks,  and  burned  at  its  blazing  stakes  ? How  terrible  and 
cdign  has  been  the  vengeance  which,  when  its  wrath  was 
idled  but  a little,  it  has  inflicted  upon  the  noblest  of  the 
tth ! Thrilling  instances,  in  which  the  records  of  the 
1 arch  abound,  shall  be  passed  by  in  silence.  But  was  it  not 
rJimon  sense  which  declared  Socrates  an  infidel  amongst  his 
ows,  and  as  such  dangerous  to  the  interests  of  the  State, 
i.  straightway  mixed  the  hemlock  draught,  and  put  the  best 
la  of  Athens  to  a shameful  death  ? What  but  common 
-se  decided  that  another,  Aristides,  whose  spotless  virtue 
fe  him  unbounded  influence  over  his  fellow-citizens,  was 

irefore  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  State,  and  forthwith 
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ostracised  him  to  eternal  exile  ? And  leaping  some  centui  i 
of  time,  do  we  not  find  that  this  same  common  sense  ' t 
not  grown  wiser  with  multiplying  years,  nor  more  mere  1 
for  being  transferred  to  churchly  soil — but  with  consistent  . 
justice  and  cruelty,  delights  in  confining  those  who  will  not  j 
restrained  by  moral  or  intellectual  limits,  within  bounds  m 
palpable — shutting  them  up  to  be  consumed  by  the  cank 
of  dismal  dungeons — or  to  be  tortured  with  racks  in  wh  j 
construction  Satanic  ingenuity  has  been  employed?  A 
Galileo  could  tell  us  something  of  the  superior  virtues  of  co 
mon  sense  as  it  spoke  in  the  harsh  tones,  and  executed 
harsher  decrees  of  the  approved  blind  bigotry  of  his  day  ! A 
; so  too  might  the  subterraneous  vaults  of  the  Inquisition,  f 
with  heaps  of  dead  men’s  bones,  utter  through  their  oper 
l doors  some  significant  counsels  touching  this  same  point.  Co 
mon  sense  has  looked  with  a laughing  eye  upon  scenes  of  blc 
bubbling  from  wounds  inflicted  by  her  poignard,  axe,  orswo 
j from  which  we  turn  away  pale  and  faint : and  she  has  list* 
ed  with  a delighted  ear  to  shrieks  of  suffering,  and  notes  of  v 
; which  even  now  yet  send  a heavy  thrill  of  horror  through  c 
souls.  But  we  need  not  conjure  the  departed  spirits  of  the 
who  were  brought  by  her  violence  into  gory  graves.  Let  t 
martyred  dead  rest  in  their  hallowed  sepulchres.  But  1 
not  those,  for  whose  instruction  and  warning  the  record 
J these  terrible  tragedies  has  been  preserved,  be  unmindful 
i them,  when  called  to  estimate  the  value  of  the  claims  of  si 
i common  sense. 

Surely  then,  in  view  of  these  considerations,  we  cannot  c< 
sent  to  commit  the  sceptre  of  authority  over  the  actions  of 
: mind  into  such  a hand  as  this.  To  some  indeed  it  may  ht 
appeared  superfluous  to  dwell  upon  so  plain  a point.  Th 
will  not  be  wanting  however,  enough  to  justify  our  cours< 
knowing  that  “fools  must  be  answered  according  to  tl 
folly,”  and  that  absurd  theories  require  absurd  refutations. 

We  pass  on  then  to  weigh  the  claims  of  another  aspiranl 
! the  office,  for  which  we  are  seeking  the  rightful  incumbant, 
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3arnestly  asserted  by  some  that  to  reason  belongs  the  pre-  : 
oative  in  question.  They  affirm  that  every  man  is  endowed 
vh  a natural  capacity  to  decide  aright  in  all  matters  falling 
liter  his  notice.  It  is  allowed  indeed  that  under  some  cir-  j 
distances,  this  capacity  lies  dormant,  or  may  have  its  facul- 
i<  misdirected,  and  perverted.  Still  they  claim  for  every 
mi  born  and  reared  under  the  benign  influences  of  civilized 
nl  Christian  society,  the  possession  of  an  inward  arbiter,  tell- 
r him  definitely  how  far  he  may  carry  his  intellectual  efforts, 
il  where  it  behooves  him  to  stop.  That  God  has  endowed 
trn  with  reason,  with  an  intuitive  power  to  discern  between 
:mh  and  error.  And  consequently  that  every  man,  placed  in 
rations  at  all  favorable  to  the  untrammelled  and  unwarped  , 
excise  of  reason,  and  thus  left  to  the  free  use  of  his  natural 
jilgment,  will  be  led,  for  the  most  part,  to  just  and  truthful 
delusions.  That  whatever  appears  reasonable  is  right. 

After  what  has  been  said  in  refutation  of  the  claims  of  com- 
nn  sense,  a very  few  words  must  suffice  to  expose  the  fallacy 
c this  latter  position.  For  it  may  at  once  be  replied,  that  if 
j'.ason  is  to  be  entrusted  with  this  office,  upon  the  ground 
tat  God  is  its  Author,  then  it  must  first  be  shown  that  man’s 
jesent  Reason  is  that  same , in  all  essential  respects,  with 
’Inch  God  at  the  beginning  endowed  him.  But  if  it  is  so,  in  any 
nise  which  bears  upon  our  argument,  and  the  same  God  is  the 
uthor  of  the  Reason  of  every  man,  then  this  principle  must 
i every  case  lead  men  to  the  adoption  of  the  same  general 
iuths,  and  conduct  their  investigations  to  the  same  ultimate 
'suits.  At  least  it  cannot,  it  dare  not  conduct  them  to  contra- 
ctory  and  conflicting  issues.  It  requires,  however,  no  labor- 
1 recollection  to  remind  us  that  such  collisions  have  been 
instantly  occurring.  Opinions  the  most  diverse,  theories  the 
tost  hostile  to  each  other,  fundamental  doctrines  the  most  con- 
icting,  and  in  numberless  varieties  of  forms,  have  ever  been 
alitting  up  communities  into  countless  petty  factions.  This 
as  occurred  too  under  circumstances  most  favorable  to  una- 
imity.  We  are  prepared  therefore,  to  find  the  Reason  of 
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men  of  different  climes,  at  utter  variance  with  itself.  So  i| 
men  think  that  reason  demands  the  truth  of  the  Galileon  t 
ory  of  the  rotundity  of  the  earth,  and  its  regular  diurnal  a 
annual  revolutions.  The  reason  of  the  Hindoo,  on  the  cti 
trary,  cannot  for  a moment  allow  the  truth  of  a theory 
utterly  irreconcilable  with  his  tradition  of  the  calm  repose 
the  flat  earth  upon  the  loins  of  a gigantic  elephant,  whc 
heavy  feet  are  fixed  securely  upon  the  back  of  a huge  tortoi; 
for  upon  the  supposition  of  the  earth’s  rotundity,  he  wot 
hardly  trust  the  imperturble  gravity  of  either  the  tortoise 
the  elephant  sufficiently,  to  feel  secure  against  the  fearful  cc 
sequences  of  having  the  balance  lost. 

This  is,  of  course,  not  the  most  serious  illustration  of  t, 
discord  which  prevails  in  the  region  of  reason — a disco 
going  to  expose  its  incompetency  for  the  important  work  to 
performed.  But  it  fully  answers  our  purpose  and  establish 
our  point. 

Were  man’s  reason  what  it  once  was,  the  case  would, 
course,  be  altogether  different.  But  now  reason  rather  reser 
hies  giant  Polyphemus  after  his  Ingens  lumen, — 

Quod  torva  solum  sub  fronte  latebat, 

Argolici  clypei,  aut  Phoebeae  lampadis  instar, 

was  burnt  out  by  the  glowing  shaft  of  Ulysses.  We  know  n 
with  what  stumbling  over  the  high  precipices,  and  into  fl 
deep  ravines  of  his  wild  mountain  home,  the  huge  blind  mon 
ter  met,  as  he  struggled  onward  with  dubious  steps,  in  angr 
pursuit  of  the  flying  captive,  his  visage  now  doubly  terrib 
with  vengeance,  and  the  congealing  gore  of  his  extinguishe 
eye.  But  the  course  of  natural  reason,  become  frantic  throug 
its  blindness,  is  out  of  one  dark  miry  pit  into  another  at  ever 
advancing  step.  Reason’s  true  light  is  utterly  extinguished.  An 
though  men  may  attempt  to  walk  by  those  phosphorescent  light 
which  are  continually  bred  in  its  damp  and  miry  chamber: 
they  follow  the  glaring  phantoms  at  their  peril.  Our  natura 
reason  is  oftener  wrong  than  right  in  its  decisions.  Tb 
grossest  absurdities  have  ever  been  and  are  till  now  proclaim 
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dipon  its  authority  ; and  the  most  sacred  truths  are  irnpi- 
Ify  insulted  in  its  name.  We  must  say  therefore,  of  it,  what 
r were  compelled  to  conclude  in  reference  to  the  former 
iiciple — we  cannot  submit  to  authority  so  questionable,  and 
birecarious.  A disregard  of  such  authority  does  not  involve 
b guilt  of  spiritual  libertinism. 

pn  direct  apogee  to  the  theory  we  have  just  been  con- 

fring,  is  the  opinion,  so  popular  in  some  directions,  that  to  a 
tan  hierarchy, formed  upon  an  exclusive  basis,  is  delegated 
i right  of  setting  and  enforcing  limits  to  the  exercises  of  the 
tid.  As  the  general  common  sense  and  individual  reason 
Imen,  may  not  be  trusted  to  themselves,  spiritual  guardi- 
i;,  invested  with  supreme  power,  whose  authority,  when 
tias  once  spoken,  may  never  be  questioned  or  resisted,  have 
fen  divinely  appointed  and  solemnly  installed.  The  Infinite 
?d,  it  is  affirmed,  in  order  to  preserve  men  from  being  irre- 
•cably  ruined,  has  established  a palpable  vicegereney  upon 
l;  earth,  through  which  He  utters  his  will,  and  by  which  He 
•gns  over  the  minds  and  consciences,  of  all  His  intelligent 
matures.  To  refuse  submission  to  this  vicegereney,  is  rebel- 
'll against  the  Deity  Himself,  and  involves  those  guilty  of  it, 
a fearful  doom.  For  their  own  good  therefore,  as  well  as 
\’  the  sake  of  securing  the  world  against  the  dreadful  consc- 
iences of  having  this  rebellion  perpetuated,  any  measures 
:emed  adequate,  may  be  employed  to  quell  it,  and  reduce 
pn  to  a happy  state  of  prevailing  unity  and  truth. 

The  absurdity  of  this  claim  however,  surpasses,  if  possible, 
lat  of  the  former  two,  which  have  been  rejected.  For  what 
icurity  can  we  have  that  the  hierarchy , which  arrogates  this 
;lemn  prerogative,  is  not  itself  the  dupe,  or  minion,  of  some 
'famous  imposture  ? And  if  this  should  be  so,  and  all  are 
>und  to  bow  to  its  dictations,  then  would  the  whole  world  be 
ipelessly  involved  in  all  its  errors, — a worse  result  by  far, 
lan-any  produced  by  either  of  the  opposite  theories.  It- may 
3 said  however,  that  this  heirarchy  is,  in  its  turn,  subordinate 

• one  that  is  heavenly,  one  from  which  it  has  derived  all  its 

2* 
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ability  and  right  to  govern.  If  this  be  so,  then  we  beg  tl 
privilege  of  going  to  that  original  source,  immediately  for  or 
selves,  if  it  be  accessible.  Why  should  the  authority  of  G( 
come  to  us,  glossed  over  with  the  mire  accumulated  on  itspa 
sage  through  such  self-constituted,  earthly  channels  ? Con 
to  us  through  human  agencies  indeed  it  must,  for  God  ha 
so  appointed,  but  not  in  the  style  affirmed  by  those,  wl 
have  usurped  ghostly  dominion,  over  the  seven  hilled  city 
the  Great  Boot.  We  have  no  right  to  throw  off  personal  r 
sponsibility,  by  servilely  submitting  to  such  an  iron  sceptre 
is  swayed  by  the  Vatican  of  Rome.  That  spiritual  despotis 
has  yet  to  establish  its  right,  to  exercise  the  power  it  h 
usurped.  Thus  far,  all  history  is  a long  loud  lie,  if  most  of  tl 
leading  movements  of  Popery,  have  not  contributed  to  pur 
her  only  a bastard  pretender.  The  true  reins  therefore,  of  tl 
human  intellect  cannot  be  lodged  in  the  hands  of  him  who  h. 
intruded  himself  into  Peter’s  chair. 

We  presume  it  will  hardly  be  demanded  of  us  at  this  tim 
and  in  this  place,  to  enter  into  a detailed  proof  of  these  gener 
assertions.  They  must  walk  with  wooden  feet,  and  marb 
eyes,  who  can  traverse  but  a few  pages  of  the  history  of  tl 
papal  hierarchy,  in  its  more  glorious  days,  without  sensibi 
stumbling  over  proofs  enough,  both  terrible  and  decisive.  1 
a more  careful  walk  then  we  must  recommend  the  doubtin 

But  it  may  be  said  that  times  have  changed  in  Rome  an 
that  the  vicegerent  of  the  imperial  city,  is  no  more  what  I 
once  was,  either  in  power  or  disposition  to  lend  himself  1 
deeds  of  despotic  cruelty.  It  may  indeed  be  so.  We  kno1 
that  the  Papacy  has  lost  its  tusks.  It  may,  if  you  please,  eve 
be  dead  and  putrid.  There  has  long  been  good  reason  to  su 
pect  as  much.  True,  we  still  see  it  move  and  turn  itself.  Bi 
those  motions  may  be  the  galvanic  twitchings  and  strugglic 
of  a corpse.  And  yet  is  that  dead,  putrid  corpse,  if  you  wi 
have  it  so,  to  be  dreaded.  There  still  is  weight,  if  genuine  li: 
be  lacking.  And  wo  to  the  people  on  whom  that  ponderot 
corpse  should  turn  ! Its  zealous,  crafty  sons  are  yet  among 

— ■ ~ --  ' 
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i ; even  though  they  should  remain,  only  as  mourners  and 
f.  ve-diggers  survive  a funeral. 

l^et  us  therefore  not  sleep  ! Let  us  not  be  beguiled  into 
;uordination  to  the  usurped  despotism  of  this  hierarchy.  W e 
ire  not  yet  found  the  proper  source  of  authority  for  the  mind, 
fa  must  go  further. 

fin  our  attempt  to  secure  a positive  answer  to  the  important 
(j3stion  before  us,  it  is  necessary  for  us  to  remember  distinct- 
^ what  are  the  essential  properties  of  the  authoritative  princi- 
|.j,  which  we  are  seeking.  It  is  presumed  that  all  will  agree 
Jinthe  indispensibleness  of  the  following. 
wFifst  of  all,  it  must  be  of  general  or  universal  force.  It 
iist  be  applicable  to  all  men,  and  to  all  times.  This  involves 
i;  necessity  of  its  being  invariable , at  least  in  its  essence.  As 
fl;  mind  of  man  is  ever  the  same  in  its  elemental  qualities, 
ad  as  truth  is  unchangable,  so  must  man’s  intellectual  ope- 
nions  be  kept  under  the  control  of  the  same  general  laws  and 
Utraints. 

In  like  manner  must  this  governing  principle  be  available, 
vthin  the  conscious  reach  of  all.  It  must  be  of  such  a char- 
a.er  that  all  may  know  both  where  and  what  it  is.  Other- 
Vse  men  might  become  the  dupes  of  a pernicious  imposture. 

This  principle  must  also  be  definite  in  settling  the  limits 
piper  for  men  to  observe.  Its  precepts  and  prohibitions,  in 
tjard  to  the  great  doctrines  which  girt  the  horizon  of  truth, 
rust  be  plainly  written,  and  clearly  pronounced.  The  oracle 
tist  not  speak  with  a dubious  tongue. 

It  must  further  be  adapted  to  the  moral  character  of  man, 
sthat  whilst  it  exercises  supreme  authority,  it  mayneverthe- 
l;s  not  conflict  with  the  full  exercise  of  the  most  free  research, 
i r with  the  constant  advancement  of  the  human  mind  in  the 
jth  of  true  knowledge. 

And  finally,  this  principle  must  be  ultimate  and  decisive. 
'i  it  must  belong  the  sole  and  indisputable  right  of  asserting 
ad  enforcing  its  authority — from  its  judgments  there  must  be 
i)  appeal. 
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If  such  then  must  be  the  properties  possessed  in  a perft 
measure  by  the  authoritative  principle  in  question,  it  will  n 
be  difficult  to  determine  where  the  principle  is  lodged.  The 
data,  which  are  confidently  assumed  as  requisite,  designs 
distinctly,  that  the  prerogative  of  setting  limits  to  the  opei 
tions  of  the  mind  must  be  divine.  For  the  only  author! 

1 which  answers  at  all  to  these  several  leading  traits,'  is  tl. 

which  abides  in  Divinity  itself.  Only  the  Creator  of  the  ii 
! mortal  mind,  only  the  Great  Framer  of  the  complicated,  wc 
derful  machinery  of  the  intellect,  may  authoritatively  limit 
movements.  Only  He  who  is  the  Truth,  and  in  Whom 
truth  must  centre,  can  know  what  bounds  to  set  to  the  so; 
mgs  and  searchings,  aspirings  and  investigations,  of  the  sc 
first  made  in  His  own  glorious  image.  All  that  remains  the; 
fore,  for  man  to  do,  is  to  ascertain  whether  God  has  comm 
nicated  with  the  world  on  this  point.  And  as  the  only  meth 
of  communication  is  through  revelation,  it  follows  that  if  m 
would  know  the  limits  which  divine  authority  may  set,  it  mi 
be  through  adequate  acquaintance  with  such  a revelati 
thereof  as  the  Deity  may  be  pleased  to  make.  If  no  such  re 
elation  exist,  then  must  every  man  be  left  to  his  own  indepe 
dent  and  arbitrary  judgment,  in  all  his  mental  speculatioi 
He  may  assume  whatever  first  principles  may  be  congen 
to  his  taste,  both  in  the  sphere  of  pure  mind  and  practical  m 
rality,  and  may  carry  them  out  to  the  wildest  extremes 
libitum.  Then  would  all  distinctions  between  truth  and  ern 
right  and  wrong,  at  once  be  annihilated.  Every  man  mig 
have  his  own  theory  of  truth,  and  his  own  rules  of  ethi 
There  would  be  no  superstition,  no  fanaticism,  and  no  lice 
tiousness.  All  would  be  right,  the  more  so-  for  fiercely  c 
nouncing  all  others  as  wholly  wrong. 

But  the  requisite  revelation  has  been  made,  and  its  prece( 
and  prohibitions  upon  the  point  in  hand  are  plain  and  posith 
The  divinely  drawn  landmarks  for  the  limitation  of  tile  mir 
are  broadly  defined.  There  is  a great  polar  star  truth,  pron 
nently  fixed  in  the  spiritual  heavens,  by  which  enlighten' 
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r submissive  reason,  the  great  pilot  of  the  soul,  and  which 
i€3  finds  its  appropriate  sphere,  and  its  more  humble  duties, 
i ) guide  aright  the  bark  of  the  intellectual  voyager.  Then 
9 there  are  other  available  aids,  which  are  not  only  to  be 
I'sulted,  but  of  which  those,  who  would  not  err  on  their  way, 
Ist  constantly  avail  themselves,  and  whose  pointings  they 
Bst  follow.  In  other  words,  there  are  great  cardinal  truths 
lcrly  revealed  to  man  in  the  religion  of  the  Bible,  by  which 
fc  mind  is  to  be  bounded  on  every  side,  and  in  conformity 
ih  which  it  is  to  shape  all  its  investigations  and  their  final 
s.es.  So  that  whilst  man  is  permitted  to  traverse  at  pleasure, 
Jagh  with  a modest  mien  becoming  his  limited  capacities, 

. extended  regions  designated  by  these  bounds,  and  to  pur- 
1,  though  with  a self-mistrusting  step,  the  shining  path  here 
I tied  to  him,  to  its  highest  point,  he  must  not  transgress  the 
lits  which  this  authority  may  fix. 

Jut  here  a strange  and  most  perplexing  difficulty  meets  us. 
t omes  in  this  form.  Men  piously  acknowledge  the  claims 
divine  revelation  to  the  prerogative  in  question.  They  bow 
Bst  reverently  to  its  authority.  It,  and  it  only,  shall  rule 
bm,  its  precepts  be  their  law,  and  its  prohibitions  the  strong 
eis  to  check  the  vaultings  of  their  wild  imagination,  not  ac- 
itomed  to  the  bit.  They  clothe  this  principle  with  the  robes 
•loyalty,  they  put  the  royal  diadem  upon  its  head,  and  cry 
Hi  king  ! — But  mark  the  issue.  They  hold  their  king  in  their 
>‘,n  fists,  and  make  him  serve  them.  They  have  dressed  him 
reed  in  purple  vestments,  but  only  for  mockery.  They  have 
> upon  his  head  a crown — but  only  to  pierce  his  temples. 
M’  hardly  has  their  frantic  hosanna  ceased,  until  you  see 
1 m leading  him  forth  bound  hand  and  foot,  and  muffled, 
l.t  they  may  do  with  him  after  their  own  arbitrary  purposes. 

what  is  the  sum  of  all  ? What  else  than  this,  that  whilst 
i ivine  revelation  is  confessedly  acknowledged  of  supreme 
i hority  over  the  mind  of  man,  individual  common  sense 
id  private  reason,  unworthy  as  they  have  been  proven, 
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are  set  in  solemn  judgment  over  revelation.  Can  this 
right  ? Is  such  the  harmony  of  truth  ? 

And  yet  what  shall  we  say  to  this?  Are  we  not  in  pe 
here  of  trampling  upon  some  important  and  sacred  princip 
at  every  turn  ? If  we  surrender  personal  rights  in  every  sen 
and  yield  up  personal  responsibilities,  then  hierarchial  desp 
ism  comes  in,  like  the  monster  serpent  in  the  fable  of  the  fro 
and  ravenously  devours  our  highest  privileges.  If  we  say, 
revelation  rule,  but  execute  its  authority  through  private  n 
son,  then  reason  makes  revelation  at  best  a mere  dead  log, 
which  to  secure  a purchase  for  leaping  wildly  forward,  at 
own  pleasure.  But  must  our  ruling  principle  be  either 
rapacious  serpent,  or  a useless  log  ? Is  there  no  alternati 
between  Rome  or  Rationalism  ? Whither  shall  we  turn 
j an  answer  ? 

And  yet  why  should  there  be  dubious  halting  here?  E 
not  an  answer  been  echoing  more  and  more  loudly  throu 
every  age  since  the  trumpet  of  revelation  uttered  its  first  nol 
Does  not  the  very  choice  which  has  been  divinely  made 
human  agencies  for  communicating  with  the  human  race,  f 
nish  an  answer?  And  does  not  the  urgent  inculcation  of  ,1 
sentiment  of  mutual  inter-dependence,  and  submission  amon 
men,  which  is  one  of  the  brightest  peculiarities  of  the  religi 
of  the  Bible,  give  us  some  distinct  intimation  of  the  nature 
the  answer  which  we  need?  And  again,  does  not  the  pic 
deference  which  children  are  required  to  pay  both  to  the  p 
cepts  and  instructions  of  their  parents,  and  youth  to  hoary  a; 
another  characteristic  feature  of  our  religion,  afford  a decisi 
hint  in  reference  to  our  present  inquiry  ? These  may  be  i 
counted  matters  too  simple  to  be  noticed  here.  But  it  is  tl 
simply  that  all  great  truths  are  reached.  What  was  m( 
! simple  than  the  falling  of  the  apple,  which  furnished  Newt 
with  the  key  to  a great  truth  that  had  been  hid  for  ages  ? 

| it  not  then  a fair  inference  from  these  several  consideratio 
that  as  it  is  appointed  that  every  generation  shall  be  tutor 
its  successor,  so  we  may  escape  the  goring  of  the  two-horn 
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ilmma  which  threatened  us  above,  by  taking  refuge  in  the 
r ciple,  that  if  men  would  avoid  spiritual  despotism  on  the 
n hand , and  licentious  rationalism  on  the  other , they  must 
ides  yielding  to  the  divine  authority  of  revelation , pay 
its  deference  to  the  voice  of  the  universal  Christian 
iT  ? 

: is  perfectly  easy  to  reply  to  this  inference,  that  the  past 
I many  voices — as  many  almost  as  it  has  tribes  and  genera- 
cs,  and  that  if  men  shall  be  bound  by  this  rule,  they  will 
In  be  at  a loss  to  decide  upon  the  comparative  claims  of 
l;e  various  voices.  In  one  sense  this  is  indeed  true,  but  not 
B.  sense  which  at  all  invalidates  our  position.  For  with  all 
k discords  which  jar  upon  our  ear,  from  the  great  diversi- 
I of  sentiment  which  have  from  time  to  time  prevailed,  in 
paence  to  numerous  secondary,  or  wholly  trivial  items  of 
kef,  we  must  nevertheless  admire  the  harmony  which  reigns 
fciughout,  in  reference  to  fundamental  truths — a harmony 
Rch,  when  duly  respected,  will  do  much  to  keep  the  mind 
In  going  madly  astray.  If  we  consider  the  Past  in  this  res- 
pt,  it  would  seem  as  though  Christian  centuries  and  genera- 
11s,  and  people,  relatively  the  most  remote,  had  met  with 
Ise  occupying  the  intermediate  space,  in  a great  spiritual 
Incil,  truly  and  in  the  highest  sense  oecumenic,  and  after 
and  full  discussion  and  deliberation,  had  been  guided  in 
lir  final  vote  to  a unanimous  decision  upon  every  cardinal 
rth.  So  far  is  history  in  this  view  frem  perplexing  us,  with 
Eords  of  hostile  and  irreconcilable  dissensions,  that  we  are 
Baer  awed  into  pious  amazement,  at  the  majestic  unity  which 
t xhibits ! 

Must  not  this  then  be  our  position  ? Can  we  by  extending 
Instigation  find  a principle  more  worthy  of  our  choice  ? Re- 
nnber  no  slavish  submission  to  everything  that  comes  to 
i wreathed  with  the  silvered  locks  of  age,  is  demanded  in  the 
:>e.  Slavish  submission,  or  a blind  consent  to  the  precepts 
: the  past  i6  not  at  all  required.  It  is  not  said  that  all  indi- 
duality,  and  all  exercise  of  common  sense  and  reason,  must 
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be  abandoned,  and  men  only  let  themselves  be  floated  dow 
the  stream,  on  whose  bosom  time  may  cast  them.  Nothir 
is  required  but  due  respect,  and  filial  reverence,  towards  gei 
erations  now  sleeping  in  their  graves,  in  our  estimate  of  thcii 
spiritual  legacies,  which  have  constituted  their  best  inheritam 
to  their  successors. 

To  all  this,  however,  it  will  be  objected  again  perhaps,  th 
we  dare  not  teach  men  to  pay  such  deference  to  former  ge: 
erations,  because  so  many  of  these  have  been  wholly  recrea; 
to  their  solemn  trust,  and  have  even  turned  traitors  to  tl 
truths  whose  sacred  keeping  was  committed  to  them.  Alltb 
indeed,  has  been  mournfully  true  ; and  fearful,  doubtless, 
the  forfeit  which  is  being  paid  for  this  sacriligious  treacher 
But  do  we  forget,  that  however  great  the  weakness,  or  tl 
guilt  of  any  particular  generation  may  have  been  in  this  r 
spect,  and  however  much  it  may  thus  have  disqualified  itst 
for  the  performance  of  the  part  assigned  to  it,  still  even  tl 
neglect,  or  weakness,  or,  what  may  be  worse,  the  disloy 
treachery  of  such  a faithless  generation,  has  ever  been  ove 
ruled  in  favor  of  the  cause  of  truth  ? And  do  we  forget  th 
thus  the  follies  and  the  crimes  of  the  most  wicked  nurse,  ha1 
in  the  end  been  made  to  promote  the  advantage  of  the  tend 
child  committed  to  her  care  ? The  royal  founder  of  the  form 
metropolis  of  the  world,  whose  character  was  deeply  stamp* 
upon  the  most  remarkable  of  all  heathen  nations,  was  nouris 
ed  and  reared  at  the  shaggy  breasts  of  a prowling  she-wo 
The  results  of  that  tutorage  may  not  yet  be  wholly  exhauste 
The  milk  of  the  wolf  may  still  flow,  even  though  much  dih 
ed,  in  the  arteries  of  Rome  ! Yet,  who  will  say  that  no  adva 
tages  accrued  to  the  future  conquerors  of  the  earth,  from  tl 
peculiar  rearing  of  their  first  king  ! 

The  objection  therefore,  refutes  itself.  Others  might  1 
raised,  but  we  cannot  allow  ourselves  to  give  them  even 
passing  notice.  It  is  not  claimed  for  the  principle  adopte 
that  it  is  wholly  free  from  difficulty.  That  it  has  its  Achilk 
heel,  if  it  be  not  more  vulnerable,  is  not  for  a moment  qut 
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ed.  This  much,  however,  is  confidently  believed  concern- 
it,  that  it  is  involved  in  fewer  difficulties,  than  any  other,  | 
that  even  those  difficulties  which  seem  to  attach  them- 
es to  it,  are  not  intrinsic,  but  result  from  the  character  of 
;e,  to  whom  it  is  intended  to  be  applied. 
y"ere  it  proper  to  trespass  upon  the  time  and  patience  of 
respected  audience,  it  might  be  found  profitable,  though 
btless  tedious,  to  examine  more  thoroughly  the  claims  of 
principle  which  has  been  espoused,  and  to  demonstrate  its 
ect  adaptation  to  all  the  wants  of  the  case  before  us.  But 
must  forego  the  privilege  of  doing  this.  To  this  necessity 
the  more  readily  submit,  since  the  chief  purpose  of  this 
>le  effort  has  been  gained,  in  the  attempted  exposure  of  the  \ 
•e  principles  previously  examined. 

Ve  pass  on  therefore  to  a hasty  application  of  the  principle 
pted,  to  existing  circumstances. 

f the  great  truths  of  religion,  as  revealed  in  the  Bible,  and 
•e-echoed  by  the  voice  of  the  universal  Christian  past,  con- 
ite  the  authority,  and  define  the  restraints,  by  which  men 
to  be  limited  in  their  investigations,  all  contempt  of  this  | 
ihority,  and  violation  of  these  limits,  must  be  denounced  as 
ritual  libertinism.  But  if  this  is  libertinism,  how  much  of 
xists  amongst  us  ! It  meets  us  in  various  grades  of  flagran- 
on  every  side.  It  has  forced  its  way  into  every  department 
science  and  philosophy,  into  physics,  and  metaphysics,  into 
itics  and  religion.  Under  the  sacred  banner  of  freedom, 
l in  the  holy  name  of  human  rights,  it  has  found  almost 
leral  favor,  and  been  permitted  to  exert  its  pernicious  influ- 
res  in  all  modern  inquiries.  From  Fanueil  hall  and  the 
bernacle,  to  the  tents  of  the  Millerites  and  the  Temple  of 
'uvoo, — from  the  “Brook  Farm  Harbinger”  and  the  “Tri- 
fee,” to  the  “Midnight  Cry,”  and  the  Mormon  Gazette,  you 
i.y  mark  its  traces  in  all  directions.  From  the  sceptic  geolo- 
ft, returning  with  shouts  of  infidel  triumph  against  revelation, 
icause,  in  scratching  the  pellis  of  the  earth,  appearances  have 
^med  to  contradict  the  statements  of  the  Bible, — and  the 
. 2 
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doubting  Astronomer,  descending  from  the  blue  depths  of 
heavens,  with  strange  discoveries  made  amongst  the  nebulo 
clusters  of  the  galaxy,  going  in  his  conceit  to  unsettle  or  di 
prove  some  fact  recorded  in  the  Bible,  down  to  Fourierisi 
and  religious  radicalism  of  every  sort,  with  their  recent  exf 
suresof  the  utter  nefariousness  of  the  existing  order  of  thini 
and  discoveries  of  entirely  new  and  natural  principles  for  t 
re-construction  of  the  whole  social  system,  you  may  hear 
voice,  either  tauntingly  deriding  the  theories  of  other  gene) 
tions,  as  bald  and  decrepid,  and  only  fit  for  the  sepulchre,  or  £ 
grily  denouncing  them  as  nightmares  of  the  immortal  intelle 
holding  its  glorious  faculties  down  to  the  earth  under  th 
palsying  weight. 

That  all  who  at  heart  are  advocates  of  this  spiritual  lie 
tiousness,  should  openly  defend  andj further  all  the  err 
and  evils  which  must  be  charged  upon  it  as  a prevailing  pi 
ciple,  is  not  to  be  expected.  Besides,  that  some  may  not  yel 
prepared  to  go  with  it  to  the  farthest  extremes,  others  may 
too  wise  and  cunning  to  give  free  and  fair  utterance  to  tl 
real  sentiments,  preferring,  for  a time  at  least,  to  push  tl: 
forward  by  stealth.  For  “there  are  some  free-thinkers  v 
envelope  their  sentiments  in  the  concealing  folds,  and  dupl 
tions  of  a large  bombastic  language,  like  a poignard  unde^ 
venitian  cloak.”  But  a deadly  weapon  is  not  the  less  to 
dreaded  or  shunned,  because  concealed  ! 

We  have  now,  in  an  humble  way  and  with  a freedon 
style  thought  most  suitable  to  an  address,  considered  the  m< 
of  the  several  points  to  the  discussion  of  which,  our  sut 
led  us.  Upon  the  result  of  these  considerations,  it  is  belie 
there  will  be  perfect  unanimity,  amongst  those  at  least,  wl 
it  has  been  my  honor  more  directly  to  address  upon  this  o 


sion. 
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The  Alumni  of  Marshall  College  can  surely,  never  sc« 
forget  themselves,  or  the  principles  ever  taught  within  t|* 
walls,  as  to  repudiate  the  leading  sentiments  which  have  P 
advanced.  In  those  sentiments,  it  is  trusted,  is  recogr# 
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:ine  faint  resemblance  to  the  doctrines  which  have  always 
ben  proclaimed  from  the  highest  chair  of  our  College.  And 
i is  resemblance  at  least,  will  secure  them  favor,  whenever 
iey  are  honestly  set  forth,  as  long  as  the  name  of  Rauch, 
hose  mouldered  ashes  lie  entombed  in  yonder  neglected 
; ove,  continues  to  be  honored  by  those,  in  whose  warm  hearts 
ijs  memory  is  more  worthily  enshrined,  and  as  long  as  his  j 
:spected  successor  holds  that  place  in  the  high  regards  of 
[any  admiring  pupils,  and  others  sympathizing  with  them, 
hich  is  now  so  freely  yielded.  Whatever,  therefore,  may 
the  diversities  of  sentiment  existing  between  us  upon  other 
oints,  herein  we  all  agree.  And  we  are  proud  to  know 
iat  the  inculcation  of  such  sentiments,  and  the  philosophical 
trinciples  from  which  they  spring,  constitute  the  distinguish- 
ig  peculiarity  of  this  College.  We  do  not  accord  to  men  the 
.ght  of  thinking  as  they  please.  It  is  not  denied  that  the  bad 
iossibility  of  doing  so,  is  the  nefarious  inheritance  received  by 
ten  in  exchange  for  the  bartered  birthright,  of  exercising  their 
lental  faculties  within  the  sphere  of  truth  and  right — the  only 
ihere  of  absolute  liberty.  But  we  hold  that  men  avail  them- 
dves  of  the  prerogatives  of  this  inheritance  at  their  peril, 
'here  are  truths  whose  claims  to  confidence  may  not  be  tried 
ven  before  the  bar  of  private  reason,  truths  to  be  implicitly 
aceived — simply  on  trust.  In  reference  to  these,  all  that 
lan  may  do,  is  to  believe,  and  love,  and  fear  them. 

That  these  declarations  will  not  find  favor  every  where,  is 
/ell  understood.  They  may  even  inflict  pain,  and  stir  up  con- 
radiction.  But  we  all,  at  least,  Fellow  Alumni,  believe  them 
o be  true.  In  sincere  appreciation  of  true  liberty  in  every 
! brm,  we  will  yield  place  to  none.  Highly,  however,  as  true 
iberty  may  be  prized  by  all  of  us,  and  cheerfully  as  we  sub- 
nit to  any  sacrifices  required  in  her  cause,  we  cannot  suffer 
inarchy  to  be  exalted  in  freedom’s  name.  The  mysteries  of 
nind  have  been  revealed  to  us  in  vain,  if  we  can  consent  to 
ibandon  the  natural  intellect  to  its  own  guidance.  Those  who 
ihoose  to  do  so,  are  welcome  to  all  the  applause  they  may  re- 
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ceive,  as  fearless  champions  of  human  rights,  and  zealous  ph 
lauthropists  in  the  cause  of  ridding  the  soul  of  every  shack 
which  may  now  impede  its  movements.  They  are  not  envie 
however,  in  the  ultimate  issues  of  their  theory.  Its  practice 
operation  appeared  in  part  to  the  poet,  when  he  saw 

“With  aim  mismeasured,  and  impetuous  speed 
Some,  darting,  strike  their  ardent  wish  far  off, 

Through  fury  to  possess  it.” 

Why  should  we  be  ashamed  therefore,  to  confess  ourselves 
the  number  of  those  who  hold  to  the  necessity  of  some  dire 
tive  and  corrective  influences,  if  man’s  vast  mental  capabiliti 
shall  be  turned  to  truly  good  account?  Only  they  whochee 
fully  submit  to  such  influences  are  really  wise  and  free. 

“Needful  austerities  their  will  restrain 
As  thorns  fence  in  the  tender  plant  from  harm. 

As  yet  their  reason  cannot  go  alone, 

But  asks  a sterner  nurse  to  lead  it  on.” 

Be  it  our  constant  aim  then  to  afford,  each  in  his  peculi 
sphere,  such  exemplifications  of  our  veneration  for  these  sacr 
principles,  and  of  their  wholesome  influence  upon  real  life, 
may  add  the  force  of  practical  testimony,  to  that  of  argu nae 
tative  proof.  Let  us  remember  that  we  are  not  only  Alum: 
but  the  Alumni  of  Marshall  College.  And  may  the  recolle 
tion  of  this,  piously  cherished  by  every  member  of  our  honor 
brotherhood,  give  energy  to  our  future  zeal  in  that  path 
learning,  upon  which  we  have  thus  far  been  journeying  1 
gether.  Knowing  that  persevering  effort  is  necessary  to  re 
progress,  let  us  pledge  our  mutual  faith,  for  redoubled  di 
gence  in  gathering  fresh  stores  of  wisdom.  Only  they  w' 
dig  deep,  can  pile  high.  Correct  theories  are  good  in  thei 
selves.  Their  true  value  however,  then  first  appears,  wh 
they  become  incarnate. 


